
With AI developing at a high speed, it is crucial that we
safeguard the nuclear command and control process from any
potential future change in policy that allows artificial
intelligence to make nuclear launch decisions. There is no
room for error in launching nuclear weapons.

The Department of Defense’s 2022 Nuclear Posture Review
states that current policy is to “maintain a human ‘in the
loop’ for all actions critical to informing and executing
decisions by the President to initiate and terminate nuclear
weapon employment” in all cases.

This bill would codify the Department’s existing policy by
ensuring that no federal funds can be used for any launch of
any nuclear weapon by an automated system, without
meaningful human control. 

Further, the National Security Commission on Artificial
Intelligence, established by Congress through the FY19
National Defense Authorization Act, recommended in their
final report that the U.S. “clearly and publicly affirm
existing U.S. policy that only human beings can authorize
employment of nuclear weapons.”

AI is not a substitute for human control and legal judgment.
We must secure these guardrails to protect future
generations from potentially devastating consequences – and
ensure that there is no future in which a robot can launch a
nuclear weapon. 
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