
September 15, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear President Trump:

As you prepare to meet with General Secretary Xi Jinping next week, we respectfully ask you to 
raise the issue of artificial intelligence (AI) and its use in nuclear weapons launch systems. The 
United States already requires that the use of AI should not compromise the integrity of nuclear 
safeguards or compromise the principle of maintaining a “human-in-the-loop” in the 
employment of nuclear weapons. We urge you to get General Secretary Xi to commit the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) to the same principle that the United States already follows.

Sec. 1638 of the Fiscal Year 2025 National Defense Authorization Act declared that it is the 
policy of the United States that AI should not compromise the integrity of nuclear safeguards. A 
human must be kept “in the loop” for all nuclear launch decisions. AI should never launch a 
nuclear weapon by itself. Since the United States follows this basic principle, so should the 
PRC.

Your direct engagement on this matter is critical to ensuring AI doesn’t accidentally or 
intentionally cause a preventable nuclear disaster. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator


