Congress of the nited Htates

Bouse of Representatives
Waghington, WL 20515

March 9, 2017

The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Tillerson,

We urge you to use all U.S. diplomatic tools to help open the Yemeni port of Hodeida
to international humanitarian aid organizations to allow them to import food, fuel and
medicine into northern Yemen and save the lives of hundreds of thousands of Yemeni
children who face starvation.

The Washington Post reports that "Hundreds of thousands of Yemeni children ... are
nearing starvation." Airstrikes by the Saudi-led Coalition (“Coalition”) in Hodeida, the main
entry point for food, medicine and humanitarian aid into northern Yemen, have made it
virtually impossible for humanitarian agencies to deliver supplies. The UN and international
aid agencies says that Yemen is "on the brink of famine." Half a million children are severely
acutely malnourished. More than 7.3 million people are in need of urgent food assistance.

The Coalition has told humanitarian agencies to redirect shipments to Aden. That
would mean food and medicine will need to be trucked from Aden through war zones to reach
the millions at risk of starvation in the north. This would be logistically difficult given the
precarious security situation; aid trucks would have to pass through as many as one hundred
checkpoints to get aid from Aden to northern Yemen.' The International Committee of the
Red Cross says food reserves are dwindling2 and international aid agencies are calling on the
parties to the conflict to allow food, fuel and medicine into Hodeida port.’

The ultimate resolution to Yemen’s civil war must be diplomatic, and the U.S. should
be encouraging the warring parties to return to the negotiating table. But right now, the U.S.
must act urgently to avert famine and employ our diplomatic clout with the Coalition
members to ensure that humanitarian goods can get into the port of Hodeida. The lives of
hundreds of thousands of children are at stake.

* "Hundreds of thousands of Yemeni children are nearing starvation," Washington Post, February 24, 2017
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle _east/hundreds-of-thousands-of-yemeni-children-are-nearing-
starvation/2017/02/23/f01ead8a-f850-11e6-aale-5f735ee31334 story.html

2"Red Cross: Yemen Food Reserves Dwindling as War Escalates," Voice of America, February 28, 2017
http://www.voanews.com/a/yemen-food-reserve-dw’ adling/3743457.html

* "Yemen conflict: Red Cross appeals for access to key port," BBC, February 28, 2017
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-39114349




Thank you for your urgent attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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