@ongress of the fnited States
WHashington, BE 20515

July 20, 2020

The Honorable William P. Barr
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Barr:

Thank you for featuring the quote “Coronavirus is no excuse for hate” on the Department
of Justice’s hate crimes website. The COVID-19 pandemic affects all Americans and has
wrought enormous pain in the United States.! Some Americans are facing increased
discrimination as a result of the pandemic. We write to draw particular attention to an increase in
verbal and physical attacks as well as discrimination towards Asian Americans who have been
wrongly blamed for the virus’ spread. We respectfully request that you publicly condemn acts of
anti-Asian bias, and provide us with regular status updates regarding the steps the Department of
Justice is taking and will take going forward to combat this behavior.

Asian Americans are not responsible for the spread of coronavirus in the United States;
yet, since the start of the pandemic they have experienced continued harassment, violence, and
discrimination. As of June 3, the Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council reported 2,066
incidents of coronavirus-related discrimination.2 These and numerous news reports have
documented cases ranging from the denial of services at stores to verbal harassment on the
subway to physical assaults.

In one particularly egregious instance, an individual in Texas stabbed three Asian
Americans, two of whomwere children, because he thought they were infecting others with
COVID-19. In March, the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Houston field office acknowledged
the likelihood of a surge in hate crime incidents against Asian Americans.® And most recently, a
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new Ipsos survey conducted for the Center for Public Integrity found that more than 30 percent
of Americans have witnessed someone blaming Asian people for the coronavirus pandemic.*

We appreciate the op-ed the Department placed in the Washington Examiner generally
stating that hate crimes will be investigated and prosecuted.®> However, the dangers faced by the
Asian American community today are very real and deserve a strong and specific response by
our government. In fact, on May 8, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights acknowledged its
concerns “over the increase in xenophobic animosity toward Asian Americans (and perceived
Asian Americans) as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic” and unanimously issued
recommendations urging federal agencies reduce this sentiment.6

We note that in the early 2000s during the severe acute respiratory syndrome outbreak,
the Bush Administration immediately took stepsto prevent discrimination against Asian
Americans by creating a community outreach team to monitor and document acts of anti-Asian
bias and engage with the community.

Two years earlier following the September 11 terrorist attacks, the Administration had
similarly sought to prevent attacks against Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian American
communities by engaging with community leaders, conducting coordinated civil rights
enforcement, and speaking out forcefully.” While these prior responses were not perfect, they
represented an important effort to acknowledge and address the specific discrimination.

Despite the fear present within the community, each and every day Asian Americans help
to combat COVID-19. While Asian Americanscomprise 7 percent of the U.S. population, 17.1
percent of active medical physicians are Asian American.8 Similarly, Asian Americansare
serving our country by working as nurses, health aides, and in many other essential occupations.
Asian Americans are just as American as any other group of people in our country.
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We respectfully request that you, as head of the Department of Justice, forcefully
condemn anti-Asian bias to send an unambiguous message to all Americans that discrimination
against this community is un-American and will not be tolerated. Further, we would ask that you
update us regularly as to what steps the Department has taken to address our concerns. Thank
you for your attention to this important matter.
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